plates which had to be detoxified and sterilized before use, workers were often unable to obtain consistent results. Variations in surface characteristics from plate to plate were common prior to the advent of equipment specifically treated for tissue culture. The introduction of sterile, nontoxic microplates has greatly enhanced the utility of this system in diagnostic virology.
In functioning as a combined National Institutes of Health-World Health Organization Simian Virus Laboratory (6) (3) . Growth medium consisted of 0.65% lactalbumin hydrolysate and 2% inactivated newborn calf serum in Hanks buffered saline. Maintenance medium containing Earle's minimal essential medium with 0.5% inactivated newborn calf serum was added after the cells achieved confluency, usually 4 to 6 days after seeding. All media contained 1 unit of bacitracin, 100 units of penicillin, 100 ,g of streptomycin, and 100 ,.g of neomycin per ml. Spent media were removed by inyerting the plate or by vacuum aspiration of individual wells.
Standard tissue culture tubes were seeded with 105 to 1.5 x 105 cells; microcultures were seeded with 2 X 104 cells per well. Cell counts were based on the erythrocin B dye-exclusion method. In the micromethod, cells and media were easily dispensed with 1-ml Cornwall automatic syringes. Wells readily accommodate volumes of 0.2 to 0.3 ml, and under these conditions mineral oil overlays have not been found necessary.
Pools of simian adenovirus V-340 (9) SFRE reference stock and adenovirus isolate 6992, a candidate prototype strain isolated in this labora- 
